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Green roofs,

‘adaptability boost

Stock Roofing

@ New services and growing demand for
environmentally friendly roofs have helped the
company get through the recession.

By TODD NELSON e Special to the Star Tribune

The ups and downs of his work and the economy
don’t bother Warren Stock.

“I'm a roofer,” said Stock, president of Stock Roofing
Co. “I'm not intimidated very easily. I've eaten my lunch
at 367 feet up, on the edge. You can’t intimidate me.”

In the field, Stock nimbly navigates vertigo-inducing
rooftops, like the steeply pitched slate one the company
restored on the historic James J. Hill house in St. Paul.

Stock displays similar agility at company headquar-
ters in Fridley, guiding efforts to expand service offer-
ings to meet changing demand (more green roofs, more
service calls), maintain a diverse and well-trained work-
force and stave off the effects of the recession.

“The key thing for us is our ability to change as the
market changes,” Stock said. “We don’t just do commer-
cial, we don’t just do residential. We don’t just do green
or solar. My vision has always been to be a chameleon.
Whatever the customer needs, we try to do that. It’s tak-
ing what the market gives you.” i

The changes appear to be producing results. This
year’s revenue is expected to match last year’s $20 mil-
lion, as those expanded services make up for the loss of
new construction work. Given the seasonal nature of
roofing work in Minnesota, employment ranges from
120 or more at its summer peak to 60 or so during the
winter.

Though Stock Roofing only began installing green
roofs a few years ago, it already has become a nation-
al leader in such projects, installing green roofs at the
Target Center, Minneapolis City Hall and a St. Paul Fire
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